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Annotation: This article deals with the contrastive analysis of parallel usage of verbal and non-
verbal means in Uzbek, English, Turkish and Russian languages. It is obvious that linguistic and
paralinguistic means tend to substitute each other in communication. However, using them
depends on the person’s practice, knowledge and behavior. So, potential usage of verbal and
paralinguistic means is discussed in the article.
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A human being is considered the most intelligent and conscious creature in the world. The
structure of their body is perfect, and their body parts are the most graceful and mobile.
According to Z.Mirakhmedova, the human body integrates over 10,000 components!. Supporting
organs such as the head, eyes, eyebrows, tongue, teeth, ears, nose, shoulders, arms, and legs
coordinate and manage all movements. The emergence of speech, which is unique to humans and
not granted to other living beings, also involves the involuntary participation of these organs.
When a person engages in communication, it is not only their speech apparatus—comprising the
lungs, throat cavity, oral cavity, tongue, teeth, and lips—that is activated but also their eyes,
eyebrows, face, nose, hands, legs, and other body parts. Linguistic and paralinguistic means, in
fact, are complementary practical tools. The extent to which these means are utilized depends
entirely on a person’s life experience, knowledge and skills, and moral character.

For example: — DnaxonHn 6umacus-a? Eifwnma coifmaru yprorum 6op-ky? 3e6u GommHu
KYyTapuO, YpTorura Kapaad, IIy Kapaml YHHHT HEUYUKIUp DHAXOHHU JCIOJIMail TypraHWHU
kypcatapau. Cyurpa Cantu taspud Kunau: — Vrran Kky3 Gu3HMKHra MeXMOH OyauG
KEJIMIIIN-Ky — KeIMHOuOMcH 6uitan Gupra? YinaHia Hedya MapTa KHIIM 1060pu6 YaKUPTUPIAM,
OOpMaJMHTU3, OTAaHTH3 )KaBoO Oepmasu... 3edu oo Tedparau:

— Xa, Xa... omnaum, OHIIIHM. V3uuun KYpPraHuM WYK-Ky, 3muTHO OmiamaH. (AOmyixamun
Uynmnon. Keua Ba kyHy3).

Zebi’s “raising her head to look™ in response to Salti’s first question is an example of a nonverbal
reaction, while her “nodding her head” during her response to the second question is an example
of using verbal and nonverbal means in parallel.

Today, the study of the role, interrelation, and objectives of verbal and nonverbal communication
in interaction has drawn the attention of scholars from various fields, such as psychology,
philosophy, economics, medicine, sociology, and others. This interest has contributed to the
emergence of modern disciplines such as psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, ethnolinguistics,
sociolinguistics, linguistic economics, pragmatic linguistics, and biolinguistics. Consequently, this
diversity has led to various approaches to understanding nonverbal (paralinguistic)
communication. Nonverbal communication methods (body language) have been a focal point in

! Mupaxmenosa 3. X03upru y30€K TUIMHHHI aHATOMHMK TepMHHOioruscu: ®uon. (an. HOMS.
Iuc.... . —Tomkent, 1994. —b. 21.
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certain areas for refining presentation skills, enhancing social abilities, and even serving as tools
to detect deceptive information?.

In speech situations, verbal and nonverbal means are often used together, in parallel, to make
communication more understandable, engaging, and appealing. Nonverbal elements are used in
mixed ways to convey meanings such as explanation, clarification, or emphasis. For example,
R.Potapova identified six types of relationships between verbal and nonverbal means in
communication:

a) repetition — where verbal and nonverbal means reinforce each other’s content;
b) contradiction — where the meanings of verbal and nonverbal elements contradict each other.
c) substitution — where nonverbal means replace verbal ones;

d) complementation — where nonverbal means add additional information to the verbal content.
e) emphasis — where nonverbal means highlight important aspects of verbal elements;
f) regulation — where nonverbal means organize and regulate the flow of information between
speakers?®.

In nearly all situations, when verbal and nonverbal means are used together in parallel, they serve
as conditional signals. According to V.Konetskaya, the balanced use of verbal and nonverbal
means in speech clarifies, enhances expressiveness, and makes the conveyed information more
impactful, leaving a strong impression on the listener. In communication, these tools fulfill
informational, pragmatic, and expressive functions, complementing each other’s content and, in
some cases, substituting for one another?.

According to A.Nurmonov, gestures that convey a specific meaning in a particular speech
situation are described using certain linguistic units during the process of recounting that speech
situation. Thus, every language contains a set of verbs that express gestures. These verbs, from a
semantic perspective, are referred to as deictic (gesture-related) verbs®.

Examples:

In Uzbek— MaxJyuc TyrammmH# KyTHINTa BaKTHM HYK. — XamaaM “Xo3up OoruraiiMan”, AeraHaan
3oxuara ky3 kucud kyuau. (Toxup Manuk. [laiitanar).

In Turkish— Kalfa hanimlardan biri, bir giin manali manal géz kirpti: — O vakitlerde rahmetli
hanimefendi hastaydi. (Giintekin R. Calikusu).

In English— Nob trotted off with a grin and a wink. (Tolkien J. The Fellowship of the Ring).

In Russian— U oH Kak-TO BAPYT OMSATH MOJAMUTHYJI €My JIEBBIM TJIa30M U PACCMESUICS HECIBIIIHO,
— TOYb-B-TOYb Kak naBeua. ([locroeBckuit ®. [IpectymiieHne u Haka3aHue).

In the examples provided above, the deictic (gesture-related) verbs such as “ky3 kucud Kyimu”
(winked), “manali manal1 goz kirpt1” (winked meaningfully), “trotted off with a grin and a wink,”
and “monmurnyn” (winked) represent nonverbal means that are verbalized within the text.
Therefore, language serves as the most crucial means of communication between people,
providing information about specific events or phenomena in the objective world. However, other
methods of transmitting information also exist. For instance, traffic signals, devices indicating
whether it is safe to cross the road, and similar systems are known as signs. These systems,
including linguistic signs, share certain commonalities with other sign systems (such as Morse

2 Eryilmaz D., Darn S. A Nonverbal Communication Lesson. -Izmir. CELTA, 2005. URL:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267255400 (Myposkaat canacu: 23.02.2020).

3 IToranosa P., IToranosa B. SI3bIK, pedb, TMUHOCTE. —M.: S3bIKH clIaBAHCKOM KynbTypsl, 2006. —C. 93.

4 Komnernkas B. Commonorus KOMMYHHUKaImn: yaeoruk. —M.: 1997. —-C.110-124.
5 Hypmonos A. Y36ek mapanuereuctuk Bocuranapy // Tamnadran acapiap. l-xmnn. —T.: Akagemuamp, 2012, —B,
221.
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code, musical notation, gestures, light, and sound signals)®. The study of such signs is referred to
as semiotics, a field that remains relatively unexplored in the Uzbek language context.

In Ottoman Turkish linguistics, verbal communication is understood as the conveyance of
thoughts using words. However, they do not deny the existence of factors that ensure the clarity
and effectiveness of verbal means. Specifically, 1. Yildirim emphasizes six key aspects of
effective communication:

a) identifying the message or information to be conveyed;

b) determining the desired outcome;

¢) communicating the idea in a language that listeners understand;

d) observing the listeners’ reactions;

e) actively listening to the interlocutor, and,

f) paying attention to nonverbal elements.

Additionally, Yildirim notes the interrelation between verbal and nonverbal means, highlighting
that paralinguistic tools enrich and clarify verbal communication’. Since verbal means alone may
not fully express a person’s internal emotions, nonverbal means are used to ensure precise
delivery of information.

According to Australian scholar A.Pease, each gesture or motion can convey a single word or
even an entire sentence. At times, nonverbal means in communication can act as words, sentences,
or punctuation marks, and their full meaning becomes clear only when paired with supplementary
verbal or nonverbal cues.

It is worth noting that the same nonverbal cues can signify affirmation or negation in dialogue, i.e.,
positive or negative meanings. However, only when nonverbal (paralinguistic) tools are used
appropriately in communication can the speaker effectively express their intended purpose.
Avoiding excessive or unnecessary nonverbal cues 1is essential to prevent possible
misunderstandings among listeners. This is because, like verbal means, nonverbal means can be
monosemantic (having a single meaning) or polysemantic (having multiple meanings). For
example, smiling to show happiness or frowning to express sadness are monosemantic, while
actions such as scratching one’s head, shaking hands, maintaining silence, and others are
polysemantic in nature.

Examples:

In Uzbek— 3ukp kema conmub KynuMmHHM KUcau. — Paxmar, reHepan Ousra yil Kypub OepsmnTu.
Paxmar cusra. (AxramoB A. byxoponan bepiunra).

In Turkish— Biraz evvel birbirimizle kavga etmemize bigak sirtt kaldigr halde simdi ihtiyar
komsu ile giillisiiyor, ayrilirken birbirimize el salliyorduk. (Giintekin R. Calikusu).

In English— If Shagrat himself was to offer me a glass of water, I’d shake his hand,” said Sam.
(Tolkien J. The Return of the King).

In Russian— 3Haro, 94TO BMecTe BOWJIeM, HO MHE X OYETCS 3]IeCh MOXKaTh TeOe PYKYy W 31eCh C
To00¥ npoctuthesa. Hy, naBait pyky, npomait! ({octoesckuit ®. [Ipectymnienue u Haka3zaHue).

In the examples given, gestures associated with hand movements, such as “k¥ym kucmok” (to shake
hands), “shake his hand” (gratitude, thanks), “birbirimize el salliyorduk™ (making peace,
reconciliation), and “noxats pyky” (farewell), illustrate the polysemous nature of gestures related
to handshakes.

6 Hypmonos A. Y36ex mapanuureuctuk Bocuranmapu // Tammamran acapmap. l-xmmm —T.:
Axkanemnaip, 2012. —b. 200.

7 Yildirim 1. lletisim. Ugiincii kisim. Hacettepe Universitesi, 2017. —S. 14-16.
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These gestures can signify different meanings depending on the context, a characteristic common
to all languages. Accordingly, the use of unfamiliar nonverbal means by representatives of
different cultures during communication may mislead the interlocutor, causing misunderstandings
or even conveying contradictory or offensive meanings. For instance, the gesture of forming a
circle with the thumb and index finger, representing “OK” (everything is fine) in English-
speaking countries and many other nations, signifies “zero” in French and Uzbek cultures, while
in Turkish culture, it is perceived as an insult. Similarly, tapping the forehead with the index
finger means “foolish” in American culture, whereas in Turkish culture, it implies the opposite—
“intelligent™®,

This situation underscores the importance of studying the nonverbal (paralinguistic) means
specific to a culture when learning foreign languages. Without developing intercultural
communication competence, it is inadvisable to engage freely in communication in a foreign
language. Some gestures are conditional and culturally specific, as they are symbols accepted
within a community to express a certain meaning. In another community, the same gesture may
either serve no communicative function or convey an entirely different meaning”.

According to sociolinguist N.Mechkovskaya, physical or physiological actions performed
naturally by humans, such as coughing, standing, or sitting, do not carry semiotic functions'’.
These actions are carried out not to convey specific information but to fulfill physical and
physiological needs. Mechkovskaya categorizes human actions into three groups:

1) psychologically irrelevant actions;
2) symptomatic signs;
3) Kinesic signs.

Similar views have been expressed by A.Nurmonov, who differentiates between natural and
conditional gestures, stating that natural gestures do not provide any information to the listener.
However, we partially disagree with these scholars, emphasizing that in some cases, a particular
human action can simultaneously serve as a psychologically irrelevant movement and a
component of nonverbal communication. Even though such actions may appear unrelated to
communication and unintentional in conveying information, they can provide preliminary
information about the individual performing them. For example, as Mechkovskaya explains,
“coughing” is a physical and physiological action considered psychologically irrelevant. Yet, it
can indicate biological changes or illness in the individual, thereby carrying unique information.
Natural “coughing” can also serve as a nonverbal signal in speech.

For instance:

In Uzbek— “Mamuna KymHuaapHukura keiaranaup” — 3aiftHa0 nry ¢ukpaa u3ura KaiTMOKYH 31U,
Ky4a TOMOHJA OIYMH EHTW] HyTtanau. 3aiiHad ceprak TOPTHO, siHa KyJOFMHHU JIWUHT KHJIIH.
(Toxup Manuk . lllaiiTanar).

In Turkish— Bir giin, kiigiik katip, bogazina bir bez baglamisti. Bogula bogula Oksiiriiyor,
konusurken sesi kisiliyordu. — Hasta mismiz? Nigin bu halde daireye geliyorsunuz? dedim.
(Giintekin R. Calikusu).

8 Giindiiz N. Sociopragmatic Elements and Possible in EFL Teaching. Dil dergisi. Say1: 167/1, Ocak-Haziran, 2016. —
S. 49-65.

9 Hypmonos A. Y36ek mapanmmureuctTuk Bocuramapy // Tamnanran acapiap. l-xmin. —T.: Akagemuanp, 2012, —B.
220.

10 Hypmonos A. V36ex mapanumureucTuk Bocurtamapu // Taumamran acapmap. l-xummp —T.:
AxkanemHaip, 2012. -b. 221.
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In English— And then he hesitated and coughed. Everyone in the room was now looking at him.
(Tolkien J. The Fellowship of the Ring).

In Russian— Ha ynuiy Bcero rypb0oii moiayT, oHa OyAeT KaluisiTh U IPOCHTh U 00 CTeHY Tie-
HUOYZb TOJIOBOW CTyd4aTh, KaK CErojaHs, a netu ruakath. (Jocroesckuit ®. IIpecryrienue u
HaKa3aHue).

The examples above, such as “enrun #tyranau” (lightly coughed), “bogula bogula oksiiriiyori”
(coughing uncontrollably), “coughed,” and “Oyner xanurare” (will cough), demonstrate that
biological phenomena like coughing can serve as deictic (gesture-related) verbs, conveying
specific meanings as nonverbal cues to the listener.

Below, we observe cases where the deictic verb “iiyranmok™ (to cough) functions entirely as a
nonverbal means:

For instance:

1) in a public setting, a speaker might lightly cough to draw attention to themselves before
beginning their speech;

2) during a conversation, a person might cough intentionally to signal discomfort or
disagreement without interrupting verbally;

3) in a classroom, a teacher might cough to remind students to pay attention or maintain
discipline.

These examples highlight how the act of coughing transcends its biological function and serves as
an effective nonverbal communication tool, depending on the context.

Examples:

In Uzbek— DummkHu Kus odran KoTuOa yHra akabiaaHuO Kapal® TypIu-aa, eHTWI WyTanraHjgan
o6ynmu. lapud 6omman xyrapub yara kapamu. (Toxup Manuk. aiitanar).

In Turkish— Ahirin yanindaki acik kapidan igeri girip, ayaklarimi ahsap merdivenlere pat pat
vurarak ve Oksiirerek yukarigiktim. Oksiiriiklerime bir cevap gelmedi. (Pamuk O. Benim adim
Kirmizi).

In English— How we gonna get out of this? Patrick whispered. I think maybe I have a two-day
sore throat. He gave a fake cough. That should do it. (Gilson J. My Teacher Is An Idiom).

In Russian— JlokTop NpuHYXAEHHO OTKaLUIJICS, IOcie yero nosucia tumuHa. (Jamxosa I1.
XepyBuUM).

In all the examples, “iiyranmok’ (to cough) is not a natural-biological phenomenon but rather a
deliberate component of nonverbal communication. This gesture-based action exists across all
languages.

At this point, we consider T.Nikolaeva’s assertions about how gestures in Native American
languages and the languages of the Benedictine order can express any meaning to be theoretically
valid!!. Therefore, we believe that nonverbal tools not only complement the incomplete aspects of
verbal communication as a communicative subsystem but also serve as primary signals to
understand a person’s imagination and personality'2.

' Hukonaesa T. HeBepOaibHble CpPEICTBA YEIOBEYECKOM KOMMYHHKAIIMM U HMX MECTO B
IpenojiaBaHuy si3plka //  Poiib U MECTO CTpaHOBEIEHUS B MPAaKTHKE MPENoJaBaHMs PyCcCKOro
A3bIKa Kak MHOcTpaHHoro. —M.: 1969. —C. 57.

12 Konmanckuii . Tapanuarsucruka. —M.: Hayka, 1974. —C. 6.
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Professor Sh.Safarov states that in the communicative process, a speaker must consider the
listener’s attitude toward the manner and content of the ongoing interaction; otherwise, the
communication becomes artificial, leading to communicative indifference!?.

Additionally, M.Saidakhnov asserts that nonverbal tools arising from biological and natural
origins gain symbolic meaning when used in interaction. He emphasizes that any gesture, as a
lexical unit, possesses semantic structure and stylistic characteristics'.

Psychologists'> have achieved significant scientific results by observing human actions and even
their inaction (e.g., silence). According to these studies, researchers have determined that human
actions (or inaction) can reveal not only the interlocutor’s general state during communication but
also their imagination and character traits. For example, A.Pease’s research on determining the
attitudes between communicants through nonverbal means has proven valuable for
psycholinguists, literary scholars, diplomats, journalists, sociologists, and other professionals. As
a result, actions previously labeled as psychologically irrelevant natural phenomena, as per
N.Mechkovskaya’s terminology, have now been adopted as components of nonverbal
communication across various fields. For instance, the physiological state of a listener reclining
fully in their chair with arms crossed might be interpreted as a lack of interest in the information
provided by the speaker!¢.

Considering the above, we recommend categorizing the parallel use of verbal and nonverbal tools
in communication based on their order, timing, and relevance into the following four groups:

a) Pre-nonverbal (noBep6as BocuTajapuunr ojaumuaa keaumm) — This refers to situations
where nonverbal tools precede verbal ones. In such cases, the speaker uses a nonverbal gesture
first, followed by verbal communication. For example, winking at the listener before speaking to
signal that the upcoming words should be taken humorously or lightly. This sequence helps set
the tone or context of the verbal message, ensuring that the listener interprets it as intended.
Example: Y uan ky3uHH KuCHO XypcaHJ Kyimu: — YIIa 5KOHOH KAMHHAHMHI KYJIM OCTHIA
kyTy6xoHana umnasnrunap. (Exy6os O. Asmaxys3).

b) In-nonverbal (HoBep6as BocuTanapHuHr ypraaa keaumm) — This refers to the use of
nonverbal tools in the middle of verbal communication. In such cases, nonverbal gestures are
employed amidst spoken words to express a reaction or provide additional context. For example,
during a conversation, smiling or becoming serious might indicate agreement, interest, or
discomfort with the information received, thereby signaling whether the dialogue should continue
or halt. These gestures enrich the communication by adding emotional depth or clarifying the
speaker’s or listener’s stance.

13 Cagapos 11I. IIparmanuarsuctuka. —T.: Jlanat wimuii Hampuétu, 2008. —B. 58.

14 Cannxonos M. Anoka-apanainys Ba uMo-uiopanap. —T.: ®an, 2008. —b. 13-21.
15 Mehrabian A. Silent Messages: Implicit Communication of Emotions and Attitudes (auri.). 2-
nd. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1980; ITu3z A. SI3bix Tenoasmwkenuit. —M.: Dxcemo, 2003; bapu D.
BBeJieHne B ICUXUATPUIO M TICHXOAHANH3 JUIS HEMOCBAIIEHHBIX, JKecMo, 1968; Yildirim 1. Iletisim.
Uciincii kisim. Hacettepe Universitesi, 2017; Bnacosa T. IloBbllieHHe KOMMYHHKATUBHON
3 PEKTUBHOCTH CyI€OHOTO TUCKypca C IMOMOLIbI0 HEBepOaNbHBIX CpeacTB BozaeicTBus, 2010;
Kynuueina B., Kazapunosa H., [loronsiia B. MexnuunoctHoe oO1ieHHE: yueOHUK sl BY30B. —
CII6.: uTep, 2001.

16 TTuz A. S3bIk Tenonsuxkennii. —M.: Dxemo, 2003. —C. 62.
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Example: — bo, menra 3apun kentumu! — JlobGap mabunm Oypam. — Ho3ukxoH wumacanap
numaiimad. (Fynom X. TomkeHTIuKmIap).

¢) Post-nonverbal (HoBep6as BocuTanapHuHT opkKaaa keaumm) — This refers to the use of
nonverbal tools after verbal communication. In this scenario, nonverbal gestures follow spoken
words to provide a concluding remark or indicate a response to the information shared. For
example, nodding briefly after speaking to affirm or emphasize the message, or using a gesture
like a wave or a handshake to signal the end of the interaction. Such nonverbal cues help reinforce
the verbal message and clearly convey that the communication has concluded.

Example: — Mup3akapuMO0#i >KUSSHUHUHT HIITa TAaHEpIUTruIad po3u Kabu Kyaau-aa, HHaaMac1aH
nukapu kupu6 ketau. (Oibek. KyTnyr KoH).

d) Inter-nonverbal — This refers to the use of nonverbal tools both before and after verbal
communication, integrated into the interaction. In this case, the speaker expresses their attitude
through nonverbal means before delivering the verbal message and uses nonverbal gestures again
at the end to indicate whether the conversation should continue or conclude. For example, raising
eyebrows or shrugging before speaking to signal uncertainty or curiosity, followed by a verbal
statement, and concluding with a gesture like a smile, nod, or dismissive wave. This mixed use of
nonverbal tools helps create a cohesive flow of communication, especially in situations where
independent use of nonverbal gestures is limited or constrained.

Example: Okcoxk Temmp dam k¥y3uHu KucuO, MeHra Oup Kapad kyimm, cyHrpa: — Kupcak
MYMKHHMH, Ty3a1 Ku3! — neau MabHOAUp yTanuo. (EKy60B 0. Asamaxy3).

Overall, the connection of verbal means in communication with national traditions, values,
specific individuals, groups, and regions remains insufficiently studied. In particular, the parallel
use of verbal and nonverbal means has not been deeply explored. Such an approach to the issue
would naturally aid in defining a person’s psychological profile, studying their behavior and
interests comprehensively, and clarifying how a person’s physiological structure is closely
intertwined with their speech activity.

Indeed, the primary task of linguistics is to study all the intricacies of human language. Even the
smallest element, which might seem insignificant at first glance, could ultimately turn out to be a
crucial component governing the entire system.
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