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Annotation: This article delves into the often-overlooked subjunctive mood in English grammar.
It clarifies its forms, functions, and usage, particularly in formal and hypothetical contexts.
Although less commonly used than in other languages, the subjunctive plays an important role in
expressing wishes, demands, hypothetical situations, and formal statements. By providing clear
definitions, examples, and pedagogical strategies, this article aims to support both English
learners and teachers in mastering this grammatical mood for more accurate and nuanced
communication.
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Аннотация: В этой статье рассматривается часто упускаемое из виду сослагательное
наклонение в английской грамматике. Она разъясняет его формы, функции и
использование, особенно в формальных и гипотетических контекстах. Хотя сослагательное
наклонение используется реже, чем в других языках, оно играет важную роль в выражении
желаний, требований, гипотетических ситуаций и формальных утверждений. Предоставляя
четкие определения, примеры и педагогические стратегии, эта статья направлена   на то,
чтобы помочь как изучающим английский язык, так и преподавателям освоить это
грамматическое наклонение для более точной и нюансированной коммуникации.

Ключевые слова: сослагательное наклонение, английская грамматика, гипотетические
утверждения, пожелания, формальный язык, преподавание грамматики

Anotatsiya: Ushbu maqola ingliz grammatikasida ko'pincha e'tibordan chetda qoladigan
subjunktiv kayfiyatni o'rganadi. Bu uning shakllari, funktsiyalari va qo'llanilishini, ayniqsa rasmiy
va faraziy kontekstlarda aniqlaydi. Boshqa tillarga qaraganda kamroq qoʻllanilsa-da, toʻgʻridan-
toʻgʻri istak, talab, faraziy vaziyatlar va rasmiy gaplarni ifodalashda muhim rol oʻynaydi. Aniq
ta'riflar, misollar va pedagogik strategiyalarni taqdim etish orqali ushbu maqola ingliz tilini
o'rganuvchilarga ham, o'qituvchilarga ham to'g'riroq va nozik muloqot qilish uchun ushbu
grammatik kayfiyatni o'zlashtirishda yordam berishga qaratilgan.

Kalit so'zlar: subjunktiv mud, ingliz grammatikasi, faraziy bayonotlar, tilaklar, rasmiy til,
grammatika o'rgatish.

1. Introduction: In English grammar, the subjunctive mood is used to express unreal, hypothetical,
wished-for, or demanded states. Unlike the indicative mood (used for factual statements) or the
imperative mood (used for commands), the subjunctive expresses situations that are not
necessarily real (Greenbaum & Nelson, 2009). Although it appears less frequently in modern
English than in other languages like French or Spanish, its correct usage is vital in formal writing
and specific syntactic constructions. This article provides an in-depth look at the subjunctive
mood, its types, usage rules, and teaching strategies.[1]

2. Understanding the Subjunctive Mood
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2.1 Present Subjunctive

The present subjunctive is typically used in that-clauses after certain verbs, adjectives, or nouns
that express a demand, recommendation, necessity, or urgency. The verb in the subjunctive
remains in its base form (without -s for third person singular).
Example: It is essential that she be present.

As Swan (2005) explains, the present subjunctive is more common in American English and
formal contexts, especially after verbs like “recommend,” “insist,” and “suggest.”[2]

2.2 Past Subjunctive

The past subjunctive, although named so, does not refer to past time. It is mostly used with the
verb were for all persons to express unreal or hypothetical conditions.
Example: If I were rich, I would travel the world.
Murphy (2019) notes that “were” is preferred in formal situations, although “was” is often used in
casual speech, even if technically incorrect in the subjunctive mood.[3]

2.3 Formulaic Subjunctive

Certain fixed expressions also employ the subjunctive mood, especially in older or more formal
usage.
Examples:

 So be it.
 God save the King.
These are remnants of a once more productive mood in English (Thomson & Martinet, 1986).

3. Functions of the Subjunctive Mood

The subjunctive mood in English serves several important functions, primarily related to non-
factual, hypothetical, or evaluative meanings. Although English does not have a rich system of
verb inflections for mood, as seen in some other languages, the subjunctive still performs key
roles in both formal writing and nuanced speech. This section explores its major communicative
functions.

3.1 Expressing Hypothetical or Unreal Situations

One of the most prominent uses of the subjunctive mood is to convey situations that are contrary
to reality or purely hypothetical. This often occurs in conditional sentences (especially the second
and third conditionals) and expressions of wishes or imaginary scenarios.

 Second conditional: “If I were you, I wouldn’t do that.”
 Wishes about the present: “I wish it were sunny today.”

In both cases, the use of were rather than was is a key marker of the subjunctive mood. This usage
signals that the speaker knows the situation is unreal or unlikely. As Greenbaum and Nelson
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(2009) explain, such structures are critical for expressing imagined alternatives to reality and
show the speaker’s stance toward the truth of the proposition.[4]

3.2 Expressing Desires, Demands, and Suggestions

The subjunctive is frequently used after verbs, nouns, and adjectives that express necessity,
urgency, suggestion, or importance, typically in that-clauses. This structure is often found in
formal registers and professional writing.

 Verbs: “She insisted that he be present.”
 Adjectives: “It is vital that she arrive on time.”
 Nouns: “There was a recommendation that the council reconsider the proposal.”

As Swan (2005) and Murphy (2019) point out, these verbs and expressions trigger the base form
of the verb, regardless of subject. Notably, the subjunctive eliminates subject-verb agreement in
these cases (e.g., she arrive instead of she arrives), which can be confusing for learners but is
essential for grammatical accuracy.

3.3 Expressing Importance, Necessity, or Formality

In more formal English, particularly in administrative or legal language, the subjunctive adds a
tone of seriousness or objectivity. This form is used to reinforce the importance or necessity of an
action being taken.

 “It is imperative that every member submit their application by Friday.”
 “The law requires that he be notified in writing.”

Thomson and Martinet (1986) note that this usage is particularly prevalent in American English,
where it serves to express objectivity and formality in recommendations, obligations, or
requirements.[5]

3.4 Expressing Fixed, Formulaic Expressions

The subjunctive also survives in certain fixed expressions and traditional phrases, often used in
ceremonial, religious, or literary contexts. These are set constructions where the subjunctive is
maintained for historical or stylistic reasons.

 “Long live the King!”
 “Heaven forbid!”
 “God bless you.”
 “Be that as it may…”

While these are often memorized and used without conscious understanding of their grammatical
structure, they nonetheless preserve the subjunctive in modern English usage and offer insight
into its historical development (Celce-Murcia & Larsen-Freeman, 1999).

4. Common Learner Errors and Teaching Implications
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The subjunctive is frequently omitted or replaced with indicative forms due to its rarity in spoken
English. Students may write “was” instead of “were” or “studies” instead of “study” in
subjunctive clauses. Teaching should include contextualized examples and contrastive analysis to
highlight its use (Larsen-Freeman, 2001). Teachers can also use communicative tasks like
expressing wishes or hypothetical dilemmas to reinforce its meaning and form (Ur, 1996).[6]

5. Conclusion

Though its usage is limited and often overlooked, the subjunctive mood remains a critical feature
of formal English and accurate expression of non-real situations. Understanding its structure—
especially the difference between the indicative and subjunctive—enables learners to navigate
complex grammar more confidently. By incorporating contextual and contrastive teaching
methods, educators can make the subjunctive more accessible and meaningful for learners.
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