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In the formation of young people as well-rounded individuals, in the development of their
intellectual potential, and in the deepening of their worldview, great importance is attached to
their exploration of new environments, conditions, different customs, and cultures. In other
words, organizing travel aimed at expanding knowledge and worldview—namely, purpose-
oriented educational tourism—has significant spiritual and educational value.

In the East, particularly in Central Asia, travel has historically been regarded as an important
stage and a fundamental component of the educational process and scientific research activity.

In particular, through his travels, Abu Rayhan Beruni conducted profound scientific observations
on the nature, people, religious beliefs, and sciences of India, while also making a worthy
contribution to the formation and development of such disciplines as mathematics, geodesy, and
mineralogy. Similarly, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi, through his travels to
regions such as Baghdad, Egypt, and Syria, enriched his knowledge and laid the foundations for
the development of mathematics, astronomy, and geography. Historical sources also provide
sufficient evidence of the importance and role of travel in the advancement of science in the
recent past. For example, Turkestan Jadids such as Abdulla Avloni, Munavvarqori
Abdurashidkhanov, Abdurauf Fitrat, Cholpon, and Abdulla Qodiriy lived as travelers in many
lands in pursuit of knowledge. Mahmudkhoja Behbudi, in his efforts to enhance his scientific
potential, visited cities such as Istanbul, Cairo, Mecca, Medina, Baku, Kazan, and Orenburg,
became closely acquainted with the culture, lifestyle, and scientific heritage of various peoples,
and made a significant contribution to establishing new-method schools in the region and
elevating public spirituality.

In today’s conditions of globalization, the tourism sector plays an important role not only in the
economic but also in the socio-cultural development of countries around the world. Especially in
recent years, educational tourism has emerged as a promising field, contributing to the expansion
of the international education services market, the transnationalization of educational institutions,
and the internationalization of education.

What is educational tourism, and how does it differ from other types of tourism? Educational
tourism is a form of travel activity undertaken for a specific period to satisfy spiritual and
intellectual needs such as studying, professional development, conducting scientific research,
and acquiring vocational skills abroad or in another region.
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In the higher education system, educational tourism is implemented in the form of academic
tourism (study at the bachelor’s and master’s levels), exchange programs, language courses,
internships and professional development programs, cultural and educational tourism, doctoral
studies and research internships, as well as scientific expeditions.

Pedagogical significance of educational tourism. Through educational tourism, participants
become acquainted with the education systems, pedagogical approaches, and research
methodologies of other countries. Particularly in foreign language learning, living in an
environment where the language is spoken ensures high learning effectiveness in a short period
of time.

Economic significance of educational tourism. International students who travel to countries
such as the United States, Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, and France for education
generate billions of dollars in economic benefits for these countries. For example, in the United
States, the export of educational services ranks as the seventh-largest service sector. This is
because educational tourism creates high added value for the economy. Students studying abroad
contribute significantly to the exporting country’s economy not only through tuition fees but also
through expenses related to accommodation, food, transportation, cultural and leisure activities,
recreation, and healthcare services.

Social significance of educational tourism. Educational tourism strengthens international
cultural ties, broadens young people’s worldviews, promotes scientific and innovative
cooperation, and fosters friendship and collaboration among countries.

Import of educational services refers to the set of educational services provided by foreign
educational institutions to local citizens, individuals, and legal entities—namely, the inflow of
educational services into a country from abroad. The import of educational services is mainly
carried out through studying abroad, implementing international education programs within the
country, establishing branches of higher education institutions, and attracting foreign teachers
and specialists.

In recent years, Uzbekistan has also prioritized the international integration of its national
education system (import of educational services). In particular, the establishment of branches of
foreign universities, the development of student exchange programs, state-targeted support for
students studying at top-ranked universities worldwide, allocation of grants and subsidies, as
well as incentives and privileges in employment and salary determination for graduates of
prestigious foreign universities, have led to positive changes in the sector.

Table 1. Statistics of grant and scholarship places allocated by the “El-yurt umidi”
Foundation for studying abroad in 2023-2024'

Year Clrmmmiiion Total allocated | Bachelor's e 5 s Doctoral
places places places

Ist Open

2023 Scholarship 500 75 275 150
Competition
Ist Open

2024 Scholarship 500 100 250 150
Competition

As a result of the work carried out in our country to create a healthy competitive environment in
the field of education and increase the level of coverage of higher education, a multi-tiered (state,
non-state and foreign higher education institutions based on various forms of ownership)

IStatistical data from the official website of the El-Yurt Umidi Foundation.https://eyuf.uz/site/view?id=890
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economic system has emerged in the activities of educational institutions in accordance with the

objective laws of the market economy.

The fact that the activities of entities are based on diverse forms of ownership in organizational

and legal terms leads to the formation of a healthy competitive environment in the sector.

Export of educational services is the process of providing educational services to foreign

students or organizations abroad by educational institutions located in one country, which means

the entry of services provided in the field of education into international markets. Export of
educational services increases foreign exchange earnings for the national economy, strengthens

the international prestige of the national education system, and stimulates the international

exchange of human capital.

The large-scale reforms being implemented in the education system also involve actively

increasing the export of educational services, and as a result of these reforms, the number of
foreign students wishing to study at higher educational institutions in Uzbekistan has been

steadily growing in recent years. We can see this in the figure below.

According to forecasts, by 2030 the number of foreign students studying in Uzbekistan will

reach 20-25 thousand. So what opportunities does this provide for higher educational institutions?
Firstly, it will lead to an expansion of their financial capabilities, an increase in additional

sources of income, and secondly, the increase in the number of students from different regions

and nationalities will serve to enrich the academic environment in educational institutions in

terms of culture. Thirdly, it will create an opportunity for the expansion of cultural, socio-

economic infrastructure around educational institutions, and the development of additional

services.

In conclusion, educational tourism, as an important component of modern socio-economic

relations, is a decisive factor in the internationalization and qualitative improvement of national

educational institutions. Through educational tourism, not only economic, but also scientific,

cultural and intellectual cooperation between countries is strengthened. In turn, the import of
innovative educational technologies and curricula based on foreign experience serves to improve

the national education system.
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