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Abstract. This study examines the relationship between structural order and psychological
fear in mystery fiction, emphasizing how narrative design and character psychology influence
reader engagement. The introduction presents the genre’s central paradox: it offers logical
resolution while generating fear and uncertainty. The methods rely on qualitative literary
analysis of selected texts, focusing on plot structure, clues, and characterization from a
psychological perspective. The results show that structural elements such as clues and red
herrings not only organize the narrative but also intensify suspense and emotional tension.
Psychological aspects, including fear of the unknown, further deepen reader immersion. The
discussion highlights that balancing order and fear is fundamental to the genre, reflecting human
concerns about chaos and control. The study concludes that mystery fiction simultaneously
reassures through structure and unsettles through psychological depth.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu tadqiqot detektiv (mystery) janrida strukturaviy tartib va psixologik
go‘rquv o‘rtasidagi munosabatni o‘rganadi hamda hikoya qurilishi va qahramonlar
psixologiyasining o‘quvchi qiziqishiga qanday ta’sir qilishini tahlil qiladi. Kirish qismida
janrning asosiy paradoksi yoritiladi: u mantiqiy yechimni taklif etgan holda bir vaqtning o‘zida
go‘rquv va noaniqlikni yuzaga keltiradi. Metodologiya tanlangan matnlarni sifat jihatdan adabiy
tahlil gilishga asoslanib, syujet tuzilishi, ishoralar va qahramonlarni psixologik nuqtai nazardan
o‘rganadi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, ishoralar va chalg‘ituvchi unsurlar kabi strukturaviy
elementlar nafaqat syujetni tartibga soladi, balki keskinlik va hissiy taranglikni kuchaytiradi.
Psixologik jihatlar, xususan noma’lumlikdan qo‘rquv, o‘quvchini yanada chuqurroq jalb qiladi.
Muhokama qismida tartib va qo‘rquv o‘rtasidagi muvozanat janrning asosiy xususiyati ekani
ta’kidlanadi, chunki u insonning tartib va betartiblik haqidagi qarashlarini aks ettiradi. Tadqiqot
xulosasiga ko‘ra, detektiv asarlar bir vaqtning o‘zida tuzilma orqali taskin beradi va psixologik
chuqurlik orgali bezovta qgiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: detektiv adabiyot, narrativ tuzilma, psixologik taranglik, qo‘rquv, keskinlik,
o‘quvchi qiziqishi, adabiy tahlil, tartib va betartiblik

AnHoTanus. JlaHHOE HCCIeOBaHUE PACCMATPHUBAECT B3aUMOCBSI3b MEXIY CTPYKTYPHBIM
MOPSIZIKOM U TICUXOJIOTHYECKUM CTPAXOM B JIETEKTHUBHOM JIMTEPAType, aKIIEHTUPYS] BHUMaHUE Ha
TOM, KaK MIOBECTBOBATENIbHASA CTPYKTYpa U MCUXOJOTHS MEPCOHAXKEN BIUAIOT Ha BOBICYEHHOCTh
yuTtatens. Bo BBeIEHMHM pacKpbhIBAaeTCs IEHTPAIBbHBIA TApaJioKC KaHpa: OH Mpeljiaraer
JIOTHYECKOEe pa3pellieHre, OJTHOBPEMEHHO BBI3bIBAs CTpax M HeolpeneaéHHOCTh. MeTogonorus
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OCHOBaHa Ha Ka4eCTBEHHOM JIUTEPAaTypHOM aHAIM3€ OTOOPAaHHBIX TEKCTOB C AKIIEHTOM Ha
CTPYKTYpPY CHOKETA, YIIMKU U XaPAKTEPUCTUKY MEPCOHAXKEH C MCUXOJIOIMUYECKON TOUYKU 3PEHHUS.
Pe3ynpTarhl MOKa3bIBalOT, UTO TAKUE CTPYKTYPHBIE 3JIEMEHTBI, KaK YJIMKHA U JIOKHBIE CIIEIbI, HE
TOJIBKO OPraHU3YIOT [IOBECTBOBAHUE, HO M YCUJIMBAIOT HAIIPSKEHUE U SMOLMOHAIIBHYIO TPEBOTY.
[Tcuxonoruyeckue acmeKThl, BKJIOYAs CTPax IMepe]] HEM3BECTHBIM, YIUIYOJISIIOT BOBJICYEHHOCTD
yutarens. B o6cyxneHnn noquépkuBaeTcs, 4To 0anaHc MEXIy MOPSIKOM M CTPaxoM SBIISETCS
KJIFOYEBBIM JUIA KaHpa, OTpa)kas YeJOBEYECKHE IIPEACTABICHHs O Xaoce U KOHTpose. B
3aKJIIOUYEHUU JIeJIAeTCs BBIBOJ, YTO JETEKTHBHAsl JIUTEpaTypa OJHOBPEMEHHO YCIOKauWBAET
Oy1aroapsi CTpYKType U TPEBOKUT CBOEH MCUXOJIOTHUECKOU TTyOUHOM.

KiroueBble  ciaoBa: NETEeKTHBHAsl  JuTeparypa,  CTPYKTypa  IIOBECTBOBAaHUS,
IICUXOJIOTMYECKOE HAIPSDKEHUE, CTPax, CACIEHC, BOBJICYEHHOCTb YHUTATENs, JIMTEPaTypHBIN
aHaJIN3, TOPAJIOK U Xa0C

Introduction. Mystery fiction has long occupied a central place in literary studies due to its
unique ability to combine rational structure with emotional intensity. At the core of the genre lies
a fundamental tension between order and fear: while narratives are typically constructed around
logical patterns, resolution, and coherence, they simultaneously evoke uncertainty, anxiety, and
psychological unease. This duality is what sustains reader interest and distinguishes mystery
fiction from other narrative forms.

The structural dimension of mystery fiction is grounded in carefully organized plot
mechanisms, including the use of clues, red herrings, and a final resolution that restores order.
These elements create a sense of intellectual engagement, inviting readers to participate in
solving the mystery. However, beyond its structural clarity, the genre also relies heavily on
psychological factors. Fear of the unknown, moral ambiguity, and the instability of perception
contribute to a deeper emotional experience, often challenging the limits of rational
understanding.

Despite extensive research on narrative techniques in mystery fiction, the relationship
between its structural and psychological dimensions remains insufficiently explored. This study
aims to bridge that gap by examining how order and fear interact within the genre, shaping both
narrative development and reader response. By analyzing selected texts through a qualitative
literary approach, the research seeks to demonstrate that the effectiveness of mystery fiction lies
in its ability to balance logical resolution with psychological tension.

Methodology. This study adopts a qualitative research design based on close textual and
literary analysis. The primary aim is to examine how structural elements and psychological
dimensions interact within mystery fiction to shape narrative meaning and reader engagement. A
selection of representative mystery texts is analyzed, chosen for their clear use of traditional
narrative structures and strong psychological components.

The research focuses on key structural features such as plot organization, sequencing of
events, use of clues, red herrings, and resolution patterns. At the same time, it investigates
psychological aspects including fear, uncertainty, suspense, and character motivation. A
psychological literary approach is applied to interpret how these elements influence both the
internal dynamics of the narrative and the reader’s emotional response.

Data analysis is conducted through interpretive and comparative methods. Passages from
selected texts are examined to identify recurring patterns and thematic connections between
order and fear. The study also employs elements of narrative theory to better understand how
structure guides perception and meaning. Through this combined approach, the methodology
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allows for a comprehensive exploration of the dual nature of mystery fiction as both a logical
and psychological construct.

Literature Review. Mystery fiction has attracted significant scholarly attention due to its
distinctive combination of narrative structure and psychological depth. Early studies primarily
focused on the formal aspects of the genre, emphasizing plot construction, logical progression,
and the role of resolution. Scholars such as Tzvetan Todorov highlighted the dual structure of
detective fiction, distinguishing between the story of the crime and the story of the investigation,
which together create a sense of order and coherence.

Later research expanded the scope to include the psychological dimensions of mystery
fiction. Critics have examined how fear, suspense, and uncertainty function not only as
emotional responses but also as essential narrative tools. The concept of suspense, in particular,
has been widely discussed as a mechanism that sustains reader engagement by balancing
revelation and concealment. Psychological approaches also explore how readers identify with
characters and experience tension through narrative perspective and limited knowledge.

More recent studies adopt interdisciplinary approaches, combining literary theory with
insights from psychology and cognitive science. These works investigate how readers process
clues, interpret ambiguity, and respond to narrative uncertainty. The interplay between order and
chaos, as well as rationality and fear, is often seen as central to the genre’s enduring appeal.

Despite these contributions, there remains a gap in fully integrating structural and
psychological perspectives within a single analytical framework. This study seeks to address that
gap by offering a more unified understanding of how narrative order and psychological fear
coexist and interact in mystery fiction.

Discussion. The findings of this study demonstrate that mystery fiction operates through a
dynamic interaction between structural order and psychological fear, both of which are essential
to its narrative effectiveness. The analysis shows that structural elements such as linear plot
development, strategic placement of clues, and the eventual resolution create a framework that
guides the reader toward clarity and understanding. This sense of order provides intellectual
satisfaction and reinforces the expectation that chaos will ultimately be controlled.

At the same time, psychological dimensions introduce tension and instability into the
narrative. Elements such as fear of the unknown, unreliable perceptions, and emotional
uncertainty disrupt the reader’s sense of security. These aspects not only heighten suspense but
also deepen the reader’s emotional involvement, making the experience more immersive and
complex.

Importantly, the study reveals that these two dimensions are not in opposition but are
mutually reinforcing. The presence of fear intensifies the need for order, while the promise of
resolution makes the experience of fear more compelling. This interplay reflects broader human
concerns about the balance between chaos and control, as well as the limitations of rationality in
the face of uncertainty.

Furthermore, the discussion highlights that the effectiveness of mystery fiction lies in
maintaining this delicate balance. When either structure or psychological depth is weakened, the
narrative loses its impact. Therefore, successful mystery narratives integrate both elements to
create a compelling and meaningful reader experience.

Conclusion. This study has examined the relationship between structural order and
psychological fear in mystery fiction, highlighting their combined role in shaping narrative
meaning and reader engagement. The analysis demonstrates that the genre’s effectiveness
depends on the integration of well-organized plot structures with psychologically driven
elements such as fear, uncertainty, and suspense.
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The findings confirm that structural components such as clues, red herrings, and resolution
provide coherence and intellectual satisfaction, while psychological dimensions deepen
emotional involvement and sustain tension. Rather than functioning separately, these elements
work together to create a balanced narrative that both reassures and unsettles the reader.

In conclusion, mystery fiction can be understood as a dual system in which order and fear
coexist and reinforce one another. This balance not only defines the genre’s distinctive appeal
but also reflects broader human concerns about control, chaos, and the limits of rational
understanding. Future research may further explore this interaction through comparative studies
or interdisciplinary approaches, expanding the understanding of how narrative structures and
psychological processes interact in literature.
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